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Some KRemarks respecting the Atonement, 
in our last Number. 

I find, that many writers, and men emi- 
nent for piety as wellas talents have inti- 
mated, at least, their doubts respecting at. 
onement ; and many readers of those sug- 
gestions, will be disposed to infer from 
thence, that such writers discard, in every 
sense of the word, the truth of an atone- 
ment. — 

But L have never seen nor heard any re- 
marks, which went to this extent, from any 
believer in the Mediator: but instead of 
an unlimited rejection of the doctrine,they 
have confined their objections to those ab- 
surd aod unreasonable particulars, in which 
the most of preachers, have supposed the 
doctrine did consist. 

It is the design, in the present remarks, 
to point out these objectionable particulars 
and shew that they are worthy of rejection, 

Atonement as a work of Christ, exist- 
ing by itself, and as an object or consider- 
ation, by which the recoaciliation either of 
God or man is effected, is considered to be 
erroneous. ‘This error seems to have 
crept in from the the pronunciation of the 
word itself. To make atonement, seens 
to convey an idea of@ cause or reason of 
reconciliation, aud, consequently, a work 
by itself. 

Hence it has been considered as a debt 
paid, by which God is satisfied ; or our 
punishment endured, by which we are ex- 
onerated : making reconciliation an effect 
or consequence of atonement. ‘Shis error, 
as I said, seems to arise from the pronun- 
ciation of the word. But this pronuncia- 
tion, at-one-ment necessarily leads us to 
ita true signification ; At-one-ment, is un- 
ion or reconciliation itself. 1f Christ 
nade at-one-ment ; be made union, peace 


or reconciliation; this was his business, he 








- - . — 
came for this end ; he is our peace, and 


hath made both one, and hath broken dowa 
the middie wall of partition between us ; 
having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances ; for to make in himself of 
twain, one new man, s0 making peace ; and 
that he might reconcile both unto God, in 
one body by the cross, having slain the en- 
mity thereby; and came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them, that werenigh. For through him 
we both have-an access by one spitit unto 
the #ather. Now, therefore, ye are no 
nore strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the saints and of the house- 
boid of God ; and are built upon the foun- 
dation of the aposties and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Limself being the chief corner stone; 
in whom allthe building, fitly framed to- 
gether, groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord ; in whom ye also are builded to- 
gether, for au habitation of God through 
the spirit. Ephe. ii. 14,15, 16,17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22. 

‘L bus at-one-ment is the reconciliation 
of map to Goe and of wan to man. 

Another reason why the atonement has 
been considered as the cause of reconcili- 
ation, and not reconciliation itself, seems 
to arise from St. Paui’s expression, Rom. 
v.11. And not onlyso, but we also joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whow we have now received the dtonement. 
ltis asked, how we canreceive the atone- 
meut, if that be reconciliation ? ‘Tlie an- 
sver to this depends on acorrect under- 
standing of the cause of reconciliation, and 
reconciliation itself. 

The cause of reconciliation, consists in 
the objects presented to our view ; whether 
they be objects of time and sense only ; or 
whether they be objects of the mind and 
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conscience. The cause, in both cases, op- 
erates as a reason for our conduct. Thus, 
for aninstance, one man has been at vari- 
ance with another ; this variance being un- 
pleasant, in its consequences ; means are 
used by others, for areconciliation. The 
disadvantages of the case are represen- 
ted to the man at variance ; that his enmi- 
ty is inconsistent with present enjoyment ; 
that his interest, his reputation, the peace 
of his family and his future prospects, ip 
life, must all suffer, if his variance and hat- 


red continue ; on the other hand, the plea- | 


sures of friendship ; present enjoyment, 
and future agreeable prospects in life, with 
the certainty of happiness in connection 
wiih it are represented ; these arguments 
being considered by the man, operate usa 
reason or cause, why he lays his enmity a. 
side and becomes reconciled. Now itis 
evident, that this man at variance will be 
active and not passive whether he becomes 
reconciled, or retains his former enmity.— 

Reconciliation, then, is an action of a 
person equally with faith or repentance :-— 
faith and repentance are exercised in con- 
sequence of previous conviction as a cause; 
it is equaliy so with reconciliation. ‘Thus 
when a persou’s mind is convinced of the 
evil of sin, its disadvantages, &c. and when 
he is convinced of the excellency and great 
advantage of virtue ; the glory of the di- 
vine character, the samilenny of the ex- 
ample of Christ, and that love and all the 
virtues are vastly preferable to vice; he 
becomes reconciled to the former and dis- 
gusted with the latter: Here is the per- 
gon’s action in reconciliation. But how 





can he be said to receive this reconciliation? 
Ans. He receives the reasons of this re- | 
conciliation as the cause of his action, and. 
then approves ef the action itself, or the! 
choice, which he has made: or he re- | 
ceives him, who is the author of his cone 
viction and reconciliation, together with. 
the reasons of his present theies : > and ev- | 


atonement; the work of the Media. 
tor with the clear manifestation of it, is 
the cause: consequently the glory and 
grace of God are revered and adored, and 
the creature is willing and obedient. 

Hence the expressions, bowing the will, 
compelling men ; or irresistible grace, and 
Almighty power ; or renewing of the spir- 
it and being born again, are comprehended 
in the cause or reason of our reconciliation, 
in the reconciliation itself: but must not 
be considered in such a light as to destroy 
our action or liberty. 

The above expressions, bowing the will) 
compelling men,&c. as consequential on an 
atonement, differing from reconciliation, 
and being the work “of Christ unconnected 
with any effect; are the reasons why ma 
ny have rejected atonement altogether.— 
They are not satisfied that Christ has paid 
our debt by suffering our deserts for then 
we ought to be exonerated ; or that he has 
satisfied the justice of God for us, as the 
reason of our acquittal, for then justice 
could have no further dewands on manhind 
or that he has reconciled God to man, for 
then he must have been a changeable Be- 
ing, 

All these absurdities have been advanc- 
ed and still are,with a zeal, which is seldom 
attenced with knowledge-; and being, evi- 
dently, inconsistent with scripture aud 
reason, have confounded and stumbled 
thousands as to the atonement ; so that iis 
truth, in any point of tight, has been ques 
tioned by some, andthe misre presentation 
of it, greatly regretted by others. 

Thas mavy have hinted their disappro- 
bation of atonement,who, notwithstanding, 
wish to believe the doctrine, but are note 
ble to understand it. 

Another objection, is this, the pretend. 
‘ed partiality of its design and application. 
If it be designed for the happiness of mat; 
they are stumbled at the declaration, that 
this good design should not be for all menj 


ery instance of approbation in the satisfac- | land if it be applied by powerfal, irresist!* 
| ble grace to some, why not to all? 

Itis not wonderful, that men of sens? 
reconciliation is this should be dissatisfied with such a miscol 


tion of enjoyment aiterward, is a renewed | 
receiving the atonement. Thus atonement | 
may be received ; 
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struction of so important a doctrine. 

The passeges, which seem to speak of 
atonement asa debt paid for the sinner’s 
ransom 3 or of a price by which he is bo’t ; 
or of sufferings, by which God is appeased 
and made propitious ; or of answering the 
demands of the law in the sinner’s stead ; 
or working out a righteousness, which shall 
be the matter of man’s justification be- 
fore God, &c. &c. can never be understood 
in their literal expression without coun- 
teracting the plainest and most abundant 
declarations respecting the immutability of 
God ; hisloveto the world as the reason 
why he sent his Son into the world, and his 
immutable purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus before the world began. 

The passages, likowise, which seem to 
declare that forgiveness is unsuitable and 
impossible till justice be satisfied by the 
sufferings and death of an innocent surety, 
areutterly incompatible with the decla. 
ration thatevery man shall die for his own 
sin, and that the innocent shall not be con- 
demned and the guilty acquitted; nor will 
it comport with that reason, which God 
has given us, and which we are command- 
ed to exercise. 

Hence, then, it appears, that Atonement 
or the reconciliation of manto God ; orre- 
demption, or deliverance of man from sin 
and misery ; from darkness and error into 
glorious light, happiness and peace; to be 
a partaker, with beings in light, of those 
pleasures, 5 ae flow at his right hand; 
was the unalterable purpose of God from 
all eternity, and that he sent his Son into 


the world not to make this consistent forGod | 


to do; but to declare and make manifest to 
the sons of men, that God couid do it con- 
sistently ; that his nature moved him do it ; 
and for our encouragement and consola- 
tion, had bound himself by promise and 
oath to bring it into effect. This is that 
ground of hope, which gives strong conso- 
Jation, and is an anchor to the soul. 

Thus it will follow, that the work of the 
Mediator has been and will be to reconciles 
qualify and prepare the human family for 


— 





| 
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of heaven 5 and having accomplished this, 
to present this family to his Father, with- 
out spot or wrinkie or any blemish, in one 
harmonious society, wherein at-one-ment 
is completed.—Eviror. 





DEVOTIONAL. 

CXXI Psalm, 2 My help cometh from 
the Lurd, who made Heaven and Layih. 
Nothing can administer greater satisfac- 

tior, to a person in affliction, than the as- 

surance of speedy and powerful aid, 

Man being liable to, and often experien- 
cing dangers, is acquainted with the need 
of help and the pleasure attendant on its 
reception, This is true in all our teuipo- 
ral afflictions. Let our trials be ever so 
great and complicated ; whether of mind 
or body; whether in want of necessary 
subsistence or any worldly comfort: the 
assurance of speedy and powerful relicf, 
will greatly mitigate our present sufferings, 
and enable the afflicted person to exercise 
patience till deliverance does arrive. 

A remarkable instance of this truth, we 
have in the case of Jabesh-Gilead. 1.Sam. 
xi. Nakash the Ammonite came up and 
encamped against Jabesh-Gilesd. Andthe 
men of Jabesh said unto Nahash make a 
covenant withus. Bat Natiash would make 
no covenant with them, unless they wonid 
permit him to pluck out all their right eyes 
and lay it for reproach upon all Israel....., 
This was aterribie condition, and it reduc- 
ed the men of Jabesh to the greatest dis. 
tress. So cruel was the condition and so 
shocking the consideration, that when the 
news of it reachedGibeah ofSaul,the inhab- 
itants lift up their voice and wept. Saul 
determining to relieve them, and having 

aised a great army for ihe purpose, sent 
the messengers, which had come from Ja- 
besh back again with the agreeable tidings, 
that in the morning,by the time the sun was 
hot, they should have help. And the mes. 


_sengers came and shewed it to the men of 


the Father’s pleasure ; for the enjoyments | inte confidence and rejoicing. 


Jabesh ; aud they were glad. ‘The news 
of speedy and powerful relief; turned the 
sorrow and mourning of the men of Jabesh, 
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Apply it to any worldly case or tempor- 
ral disaster, and the same troth is appa- 
rent: nothing can render the joy, in any ce- 
gree, incomplete ; but only the considera- 
tion that the greatest human prospects, he. 
ing contingent, may issue ina disanpoint- 
ment. Human assistance may fail; out 
those, that wait on the Lord shall not want 
any good thing; their help cometh from 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth... 
This consideration, that the Lord made 
heaven and earth, proves him to be all pow. 
erful ; his perfections, prove him to be our 
friend; his unchangeableness, shews the 
ground of confidence ; and the evidences of 
all past experience, is demonstration, that 
God’s goodness and tender mercies are o- 
ver ail his works. 

The help, then, of every creature com- 
eth from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. It ishe, who openeth his hand and 
supplicth the wants of all living: who is 
the stay and staff of the aged, the guide and 
guardian of the youth; the feeder of the 
honery, and he, who clothes the nuked; 
who execnteth judgment for tho oppressed ; 
he openeth the eyes of the blind; he rais- 
eth them that are bowed down; he pre- 
serveth the fatherless and widow. 

The Lord deth build up Jerussiem, he 
gethereth together the ontcast of Israel... 
T+ healeth the broken in heart, and bind- 
eth vp their wounds. THe taketh the num- 
ber of the stars, he calieth them all by their 
names. Great is our Lord and of great 
power, his understanding is infinite. cxlvi. 
and exlvii. T’sa. 

Thus our help is from the Lord, who 
made heaven andearth : this help, this care 
and goodness are extended to ali mankind, 
and all ought to acknowledge it and be 
thankful for it. 

But as it is with men of faith and spiritu- 
al knowledge, that they have great enjoy. 
ments, while the unbelieving and ignorant 
are destitute: so in this case, though the 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies 
are universally extended ; yet it is those 
and those only, who now love the Lord, | 
that are really happy in his mercies. 


et ay 


When a person is disposed from pious 
seritiments X an enlightened ande:s'anding, 
to say, my help cometh from the Lord,who 
made heaven and earth, he is happy : while 
to the heediess and profane there is no hep. 
piness, hecause, as yet, their minds are ur. 
entightened and they are strangers to pie. 
ty: yet their he!p is equally from the Lord; 
they are the objecis of his tender mercies, 
bot know it not, 

The consideration is comfortable in the 
greatest degree, that the time is coming, 
when all shall be tanght of God ; when all 
shall see and know his salvation,shall unite 
in the game song and ascriptions of praise; 
shail acknowledge that their belp cometh 
from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth 3 and that in one vniversal harmoni- 
ous assembly, they shal! ascribe honor and 
glory, thanksgiving and praise to him that 
sitteth on the throne and to the lamb for- 
ever and ever.—Eprror. 


- From the Religious Inquirer. 
To the Editors of the Christian Seeretary. 

Gentlemen—As a preacher of the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, which I be- 
lieve to be the doctrine of the gospel, I 
considered it my indispensable duty to call 
your attention to an original article pub- 
lished by you in the ‘Secretary’ of the 15th 
of Feb, and to request you to name the 
young man converted from Universalism ; 
and also,the Universalist preacher ta whom 
he expressed his doubts, and from whom he 
received the singular answer: ‘ that he 
and all others,who believe im niversalism, 
had the same fears, but endeavored to ban- 
ish them,” 

To this reqnest you have paid no atten- 
tion. You will therefore excuse me, for 
calling upon you a second time to furnish 
the public with the names of the persons 
alluded to. That the young man, might 
have called himself a Universalist, or has 
been so calied by others, I have no dispo- 
sition to doubt; but that he ever was sen- 
timentally, or understandingly a Universa- 
list, 1s denied, even in his vwn statement. 





He says he could find no argument of 
weight founded on the scriptures in the 
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writings of Ballov, Winchester and otherss | 
and when he turned to the Bible, could 
find nothing there in support of the sent 
ment. How then gentlemen could ke be 
a Universalist ? Would you call a young 
man a Baptist, because he hed lived among 
them, and though he had read their writ. 
ings on those points peculiar to the Baptist 
denomination, yet, freely acknowledged 
that he could find no argument founded on 
the scriptures in favor of their particular 
tenets ? Surely not. Doyou not read in 
the divine word, this sentence ; ‘ There- 
fore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do toyou, do ye even so to 
them: for this isthe Jaw and the prophets.” 
Why then, gentlemen, do you violate this 
golden rule. 

Although the name of the young man 
might be dispensed with, yet the name, of 
this Universalist preacher, with whom he 
conversed, and who informed him that all 
Universalists had their fears but tried to 
banish them, ought to be known. The 
young man, may have found such a preach- 
er, but it is remarkable that after seven- 
teen years labor in the ministry, and an ac- 
quaintance with a large proportion of 
preachers of Universal Salvation I have 
not been able to find one possessed of these 
doubts. Ihave attended in the chamber 
of sickness, and visited the dying, yet nev- 
er discovered this doubting, with those» 
who convinced by the law and the proph- 
ets, believed in the salvation of all men.— 
For myself I frankly, and in sincerity of 
heart declare, I have not the least doubt 
on the subject, and consequently no fears, 
as respects the ultimate salvation of al) 
mankind. 

You must be sensible, gentlemen, that 


the cause of truth and righteousness needs 


not the aid of falsehood to support it ; and 
that the word of truth revealed in the gos- 
pel is accompanied with all necessary evi- 
dence in confirmation of its divine origin 
and reality ; it can, therefore, be support- 
ed and defended, without the aid of adven- 
titious circumstances, or changes that may 
take place ; consequently such stories as 





related by * Peregrinus’ can never convince 
serious reflecting people of the truth or 
falsity of any particular doctrine ; whatev- 
er efiect it mzy have with weak and igno- 
rant minds, 

Tam informed, gentlemen, that when 
you, orany ofthe patrons of the Secreta. 
ry, are asked why you do not comply with 
the reqnest by furnishing thenames of the 
persons referredto; the answer’ is, the 
6 Inquirer” and its supporters are not -wor- 
thy of notice. That Universalists are 
considered by some professors of religion 
to be unworthy of notice, is very well 
known; and that they are treated with 
contempt, by men professing (o be the meek 
and humble followers of the Lamb is also 
true. But the Universalist has this to 
console him: that the divine master whom 
he serves, and whose example be humbly 
endeavors to follow, was despised and re- 
jected of men; treated with contempt, and 
the finger of scorn pointed at him ; he was 
called the friend of publicans, and sinners 3 
and of him it was said. “ He hath a devil.” 
Having called the master of the house Beel- 
zebub, how much more shall they call those 
of his household. The Universalist walk- 
ing inthe hamitity of his Lord, will pa- 
tiently endure all these reproaches; and 
wi!l meekly remind those who treat him 
with contempt, of that declaration of the 
Redeemer: “Flethat exalteth himself 
shall be abased.” 

Although the Inquirer” may be conside 
ered by you as unworthy of notice, yet it 
is not so considered by ail men. ‘The pa- 
per has an extensive circulation,and we can 
number among its supporters persons of 
talents, intelligence, aud high standing in 
society ; and if the patronage which a pa- 
per receives is any evidence of its worth,the 
‘Inquirer’ may probably stand on a level 
with the ‘Christian Secretary.’ Itis there- 
fore deserving of some little attention, es- 
pecially, when the reputation of the editors 
of the Secretary for truth and veracity is 
concerned, and public estimation depend- 
ing upon the correctness of conduct pursu- 
ed by them, 
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You would be unwilling, gentlemen, to 
have it believed, that you would so far for- 
get that love of truth, and regard for right- 
eousness which belongs to the character o 


_ 








deluded by exhibitions of doctrine, contra, 
ry to the acknowledged doctrines of the 
church, which the reverend doctor is so). 
emnly bound to teach and adhere to. We 


a minister of Christ, as knowingly to pro- | have made the charge in plain English ; let 
pagate a falsehood, for the purpose of gain- | him contradict it. Ww e appeal to Presby. 


ing proselytes, or exciting prejudices a- 


‘terians themselves. Facts, not threats of 


gainst another denomination of Christians. | damnation, shall decide the question. The 


When, therefore, the truth of an article 
published by you as original, and written 
for your paper, is called in question, are 


you not bound by a due regard for your | 


own characters as ministers of Christ to 
prove that what is related is true, or at 
least to give the names which are required? 
You must be aware, that every preacher 
of Universal Salvation stands implicated by 
the declarations of this young man in Ando- 
ver, hence it becomes my duty, not only in 
justice to myself,but in behalf of my breth- 
ren in the ministry, and the cause of truth, 
that I should request the names of these 
persons. Suffer me to assure you gentle- 
men, that while I claim the right and priv- 
ileges of enjoying my religion unmolested 
by others, I feel no disposition to encroach 
upon the rights ofany man. I am also per- 
fectly wi'ling that every man, who consci- 
entiously believes himself called into the 
gospel ministry, should adopt such meas- 
ures as are consistent with truth and right- 
eoustiess, in propagating his doctrine and 
repelling error; and it is his indispensible 
duty when his religious sentimenis are mis- 
represented, and an attempt made to prej- 
udice the mind against them by stories that 
are considered false, to expose such endea- 
vors, and to call upon the authors for proof 
of the stories so circulated. 
Iam gentlemen, with due respect and 
Christian affection, yours, 


RICHARD CARRIQUE 





Confession of Fuith, ve. Spring. 

We have no hesitation in asserting, that 
Presbyterians generally are ignorant of 
their Creed, Confession of Faith, &c.— 
And, farther, we boldly assert, and chal- 
tenge Dr. Spring to prove the contrary, 





that deception is practised, and the people| 





| Constitution, Creed, &c. of Dr. Spring's 
|church, is Calvinistic. Dr. S. and the 


members of his church, are bound to re 
ceive no other ductrine as truth. And Dr, 
S. is bound to receive no wember of his 
church, unless the person subscribes to th 
truth of the Westminster Confession an 
Catechism. We shall prove that Dr, §, 
has apostatized from the faith, (if he ever 
believed,) and, on his own confession, de. 
serves to be excommunicated from tho 
Presbyterian Church. Whether the Pres. 
bytery will excommunicate Dr. S. or whe. 
ther they (i. e. many,perhaps a large major. 
ity of them), are inthe same enviable con 
dition, we shall not presume to conjecture, 

The Confession, &c. of the Presbyterin 
Church, declares as follows— 

¢ Wherefore they who are elected are rt. 
deemed by Christ, neither are any other re 
deemed by Christ, effectually cailed, justi 
fied or saved, but the elect only.” Chap. ii 
Sec. 6. 

Dr. Spring declares, in his Sermon 0 
Election, page 6, as follows— 

‘It is no part of the doctrine of election, 
that Christ died exclusively for the elect.’ 

Here is a complete rejection of the prim! 
article of the Confession of his Church! 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares— 

‘All the elect, and they only, are effec 
tually called. Cat.68. They who are el- 
fectually called can neither totally nor fit- 
ally fall away, but shall persevere toh 
end, and be eternally saved.” Chap. xv! 
1. 

Does Dr. Spring believe and teach this’ 
Take his own words in evidence. 

Sermon, p.6. ‘Itis no part of the doe 
trine of election, that the elect will be sa” 
ed, let them do what they will.’ 
Is not this denying the doctrines of the 
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Church? Isit not giving them the lie di- 
rect? 

Again, The Confession, &c. declares,of 
the certainty of thesalvation of the elect— 

‘God, from ali eternity, did decree to 
justify ald the elect. Con. ii. 4. * Those 
ang~ls and men, thus predestinated, are un- 
changeably designed, and their number is 
certain and definite ; the elect shall perse 
vere and be saved.’ Con. ii. 4. 

Dr. Spring declares, Sermon, &c. page 
30. 











4 * An elect person can live in sin, grieve 
his the Holy Spirit, die in sin, and sink down to 
he hell 

1 Is not this denying the Confession of 
R Faith ofhis Church? Is it nota most pal- 
a pable rejection of it? 


) Again. The Confession declares, of the 
decrees of God. 

‘ God’s decrees are without any foresight 
of faith and good works, or any thing in the 
creature, as condijions or causes moving 
him thereunto.’ 

Dr. Spring denies this in toto, as follows, 
Sernion, page 30. 

‘ If you choose to leave your salvation to 
the decree of God,without personal religion, 
on your part, and without any effort to ob 
tain it, you will, beyond all question sink 
down to hell.’ 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares, of 
the redemption by Christ— 

‘The covenant of grace was made with 
Christ, and in him, with al! the elect as his 
seed: and the elect, and they only, are ef- 
fectually called, neither are any others re- 
deemed by Christ, but the elect only’— 
Chap. 11.6. Cat. 31. 68. 

Dr. Spring denies this also, in the fol- 
lowing unequivocal language, Sermon, p, 
10. 

‘The atonement was made, not for the 
elect or non-elect, as such, but for alimen, 
as sinners. Christ died for the non-elect 
as well as for the elect.’ 

Cana rejection of any position, be in 
plainer terms than these? 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares of 
the certain dammation of the non-elect. 








‘God hath appointed the elect unto glo- 
ry; the rest of mankind God was pleased 
to pass by, and ordain themto ¢ishonor 
and wrath for their sins, to the praise of 
his justice. Chap. iii. 6. 

‘ Others not elected, although they may 
be called by the ministry of the word, yet 
they can never coine to Christ, and there- 
fore cannot be saved.’ Ch. x. 4. 

Dr. Spring denies this likewise, and re- 
jects it in the strongest language, in Ser- 
mon, p. 7, as follows : 

‘Jt is nopart of the doctrine of election, 
that the non-elect will not be saved, if they 
do as well as they can. 

‘ It is no part ef the doctrine of election, 
that the non-elect cannot comply with the 
terms of the Gospel.’ | 

Is not this complete rejection of the doc- 
trine of the Church, so faras it relates to 
the doctrine of election? It appears that 
Dr. S. when‘ his hand was in,’ was so fond 
of contradicting and denying, that he con- 
tradicted himself, and gave the lie to his 
own assertion, as follows, in Sermon p. 29. 

‘It is just as certain, therefore, that 
God determined, from eternity, who would 
be saved, as that he knew who would be 
saved. Ifthey are not elected, they will 
indeed perish.’ 

Again, The confession Geclares, in 
strong language, relative to the non-elect. 

‘All those whom God predestinated un- 
to life, and those only, he is pleased to call 
by bis word and Spirit. Con. x. L.. 


ea 


‘Others, not elected, cannot be saved ; | 
much less can men, not possessing the 
christian religion, be they never so dili- 
gent to frame their lives according to the 
law of that religion they do profess ; and 
to assert and maintain the contrary is very 
pernicious, and to be detested.’ Con. x. 4. 

Dr. Spring, however, says, Sermon, p. 
15, of the non-elect—*‘ The non-elect are | 
able to comply with the terms of the gos- 
pel.” 

Again. Last of all, is proposed the fol-| 
lowing question, and we should be grati- 
fied in knowing whether Dr. S. is of opin- 





ion that his promise to adhere to the doe- 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








trines of his church, is fulfilled io rejecting 
the articles of the Confession of the church, 














iz. 

‘Do you believe these doctrines to be 
founded upon the word of God, and as the 
expression of your own faith ? And do you 
resolve to adhere to them, in opposition to 
tll Deistical, Popish, Arian, Socinian, Ar- 
winian, and Sectarian errors, aud all oth- 
er opinions contrary to the power of god- 
liness r’? Page 502. Question 2. 

Reader, Dr. Spring, in p. 42 of his Ser- 
mon, says, ‘ This doctrine must be loved; 
to hate it, is to take the side of the adver- 
sary against God: to hate it, is to take 
the side of hell against heaven ; to hate il; 
is to be forever miserable.’ 

By the words * This doctrine,’ we pre- 
sume he means the doctrine which he 







































































Wane i preached in his Sermon on Election,which 
it ai vives the lie direct to the Confession of 
Ye ani Faith, and Catechism of his Church ; there- 
Be aR 4 fore, it follows, if * to hate it, is to take 
te : the side of hell against Heaven ;’ and ‘ to 


liate it, is tobe forever miserable,’ those 
who stick to the Confession of Faith, &c. 
ure op the side of hell ; and will be forev- 
er miserable!!! Dr. &. is welcome to any 
conclusion which flews from his own pre- 
mises. We leave for the reader to judge, 
whether, according to Dr. S.’s premises, 
they do not take the side of the adversary, 
who, in opposition to his doctrine, adhere 
to the Confession, Catechism, &c. of the 
Presbyterian Charch ?—Gospe! Herald. 








‘* Give not over thy mind to heaviness, 
' ‘The gladvess of heart is the hfe of man ; 
and the joyfuiness of a man prolongeth his 
Remove sorrow far from thee 5 for 





Lid cays. 
seyrow Lath kilied many, and there is no 
profit therein: and carefuiness bringeth 
age before the time.” 

If thine enemy be bungry, give him 
bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give 

v 

aim water to diipk. 





: APHORISNS. 

; ' To acknowledge a fault and refraia from 
‘ty is but saying, I am wiser to-day, than I 
’ 

ges yesterduy. 


- 
nl Lipegtte AEE. 
ran ee 
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When your reason and judgment guinan 
ascendancy over one evil propensity, con. 
sider the victory as worthy of perpetual 
commemoration. 


RELIGION. 


BY JAMES MONTGOMERY. 
THROCH shades and solitude profound, 
The fainting traveller winds his way ; 
Bewildering meteors glare around, 
And tempt his wandering feet estray. 


Welcome, thrice welcome, to his eye, 
The sudden Moon’s inspiring light, 
When forth she sallies through the sky, 
The guardian angel of the Night. 


Thus mortals, blind and weak, below, 
Pursue the phantom bliss in vain ; 
The world’s a wilcerness of woe, 
Aud life a pilgrimage of pain. 


Till mild RELIGION, from above, 
Descends, a sweet, engaging form, 
The messenger of heavenly love, 
‘Lhe bow of promise in a storm. 


Then guilty passions wing their flight, 
Sorrow, remorse, afiliction, ease ; 
Religiou’s voke is soft and light; 
Aud al] her paths, are paths of peace, 


Ambition, pride, revenge, depart ; 
And folly flees her chastening rod 5 
She makes the humble, coutrite heart, 

‘The temple of the living God, 


Beyond the narrow vale of time, 
Where bright, celestial ages roll: 
To scenes eternal, scenes subline, 
She points the wav, and leads the soul. 


At her approach, the grave appears 
The gate of paradise, restored : 

Her voice the watching cherub hears, 
And drops the double flaming sword. 


Baptized with her unerriug fice, 
May we the crown of glory gain, 
Kise wheu the host of heaven expire, 


And reign with God, forever reiga. 





There is a generation, O how lofty are 
their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up, 
————p 


(> The Rev. Mr. Evrnert, will preach at the Ma- 


sonic Ea!l!, ia this vill ive, next Sabbath. Service 19 


commence at the usual hour. 
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